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At  the  meeting  of  tiie  Wisbech  Town  Coun¬ 
cil  last  Friday,  reported  in  our  last  issue, 
the  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
for  the  Borough  and  the  Port  were  presented 
and  ordered  to  be  presented.  Both  of  these 
showed  a  very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs, 
ana  a  much  cleaner  bill  of  health.  They 
were  as  under ;  — 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the 
Wisbech  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  annual  report  for  the 
town  of  Wisbech  which  I  again  have  the 
honour  of  submitting  to  you,  for  the  past 
twelve  months,  ending  December  31st,  1908, 
is,  I  am  pleased  to  say  of  a  very  satisfactory 
and  encouraging  character,  as  during  the 
year,  we  again  have  enjoyed  a  remarkable 
immunity  from  disease  of  an  infectious  and 
contagious  nature,  and  at  no  time  have  I 
experienced  any  difficulty  in  preventing  any 
extensive  spread  of  such  diseases ;  taken  as  a 
whole,  the  cases  of  zymotic  sickness  have  been 
mild  in  character  and  I  have  to  record  the 
gratifying  fact  that  -  - 
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tne  beginning  of  the  year,  and  by  the  end 

of  April,  when  13  cases  had  been  notified, 
had  completely  disappeared.  Perhaps  the 
most  serious  outbreak  of  zymotic  sickness 
has  been  due  to  the  prevalence  of  scarlet 
fever,  this  disease  occurred  in  a  few  isolated 
cases  during  the  year,  until  the  month  of 
November,  when  it  spread  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  village  of  Wisbech  St.  Mary  into  the 
town,  when  an  epidemic  existed,  we  then  had 
to  deal  with  several  cases  of  this  disease,  but 
as  little  trouble  was  experienced  in  getting 
most  of  these  cases  into  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  no  serious  outbreak  has  resulted. 
This  Institution  for  a  short  time  became 
somewhat  overcrowded  in  consequence,  but 
was  able  to  afford,  practically,  all  the  re¬ 
quisite  accommodation  for  the  21  cases  noti¬ 
fied.  Typhoid  fever  was  only  notified  as 
existing  in  three  cases  during  the  year, 
these  were  of  a  very  mild  type  and  no  trouble 
was  experienced  in  dealing  with  them. 
Diphtheria  was  somewhat  more  prevalent 
than  during  the  previous  year,  10  cases  being 
in  the  town  and  three  in  the  Workhouse. 
Erysipelas  was  notified  as  attacking  three 
individuals  all  of  which  cases  were  of  a  mild 
type,  this  being  the  same  number  of  cases  as 
notified  last  year.  During  the  year  I  have 
frequently  visited  the  various  parts  of  the 
district,  and  found  the  sanitary  requirements 
of  the  town  looked  after  in  a  very  satisfac- 
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tory  manner,  the  town  has  been  kept  in  a  very 
cleanly  and  healthy  condition,  and  again, 
special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  vari¬ 
ous  slaughter-houses,  milk  shops,  buildings, 
etc.,  which  have  continued  being  kept  in  a 
much  more  satisfactory  condition.  In  each 
case  of  infectious  illness,  we  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  prevent  the  further  spread  of 
the  disease,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
spared  no  trouble  in  attributing  liberal 
quantities  of  disinfectants  and  carrying  out 
a  thorough  disinfection.  You  are  aware 
that  recently  a  new  Medical  Officer  has  been 
appointed  to  carry  out  an  inspection  of  all 
the  children  attending  the  various  schools ; 
this  must  prove  valuable  in  outbreaks  of  in¬ 
fectious  illness,  as  at  once  we  shall  be  able  to 
isolate  these  children  from  the  others.  The 
drainage  of  the  town  continues  satisfactory. 
At  no  period  did  we  experience  much  trouble 
with  either  the  large  or  smaller  drains  and 
exceptionally  few  complaints  of  nuisances 
have  been  made,  whilst  the  enormous  quan¬ 
tities  of  the  Marham  water  which  continues 
being  used,  still  proves  of  inestimable  value 
in  assisting  the  drainage  and  keeping  the 
district  in  such  a  healthy  condition.  The 
number  of  births  during  the  year  was  262, 
this  being  22  more  than  in  the  previous  year, 
and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  observe  that  the 
number  of  births  in  the  district  is  slowly 
but  decidedly  increasing;  of  these  births,  137 
were  males  and  125  females,  giving  a  birth¬ 
rate  for  the  district  of  26  per  1,000.  The 
number  of  deaths  that  was  registered  during 
the  year  was  137,  compared  with  167  last 
year,  this  being  the  smallest  number  of 
deaths  registered  since  1904,  giving  the  very 
low  death-rate  of  13.7,  which  obviously  shows 
the  healthy  condition  of  the  district.  As 
well  as  these,  there  were  55  deaths  in  the 
Y/orkhouse,  20  in  the  North  Cambridgeshire 
Hospital,  and  3  in  the  Fever  Hospital,  whilst 
the  ,  number  of  deaths  amongst  infant 
children  was  28,  compared  with  37  last  year. 
The  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
organs  were,  from  pneumonia  2,  phthisis  9, 
and  bronchitis  12,  whilst  heart  disease  caused 
8.  and  cancerous  affections  12  deaths.  Here¬ 
with  I  beg  to  hand  you  very  full  tabular 
statements  of  births,  sickness,  mortality,  etc., 
for  this  -period,  together  with  comparative 
records  of  previous  years. — I  remain,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  very  faithfully  yours, 

Harry  Groom,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The  statistics  accompanying  the  above  re- 
’  port  showed  that  the  population  of  the 
Boron  erh  was  estimated  HI  10  088  enm 
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with  9.808  at  the  census  in  1901,  and  ltJ,fi48 
in  1907.  The  death  rate  of  13.7  per  thou¬ 
sand  is  the  same  as  in  1904,  and  the  lowest 
in  the  last  ten  years,  the  average  for  that 
period  being  15  per  thousand.  The  infan¬ 
tile  death  rate  is  also  well  below  the  average, 
there  being  in  1908  only  28  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  against  37  in  1907. 
The  highest  number  In  the  last  ten  years  was 
in  1900  when  it  reached  38,  and  curiously 
it  was  followed  by  only  26  in  1901.  The 
lowest  was  in  1906,  when  only  25  such  deaths 
occurred.  Of  the  137  deaths  in  1908,  54  were 
of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

The  Medical  Officer’s  report  for  the  Port 
was  as  follows  :  — 


To 


the 


the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of 
Wisbech  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  my  report 
for  the  year  1908  and  am  able  to  congratu¬ 
late  you  on  the  fact  that  no  case  of  infectious 
disease  has  entered  the  port  from  the  sea. 
Two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  ships  entered 
the  port,  of  these  two  hundred  and  sixty-two 
were  coastwise,  thirty-seven  from  foreign 
ports.  Of  the  former,  two  hundred  and 
thirteen  ships  were  for  Wisbech,  forty-nine 
for  Sutton  Bridge.  Of  the  latter,  thirty-two 
were  for  Wisbech,  five  for  Sutton  Bridge. 
Besides  the  usual  medical  inspection  of 
foreign  ships  while  in  port,  special  precau¬ 
tions  became  necessary  during  the  autumn 
months  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in 
Russia,  all  ships  coming  from  infected  ports 
were  boarded  at  the  lighthouse  by  your  medi¬ 
cal  officer,  and  the  members  of  the  crew 
inspected.  The  present  order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  is  that  all  ships  coming 
from  foreign  ports  should  first  be  boarded 
by  the  customs  authorities  at  the  boarding 
station,  and  in  case  of  sickness  the  vessel 
should  be  detained  there  till  your  medical 
officer  has  inspected  the  ship.  After  the  ship 
leaves  the  Eye — the  boarding  station — it  is 
impossible  for  it  to  turn  round  till  it  gets 
to  Sutton  Bridge.  The  customs  authorities 
do  not  board  tne  ship  until  they  get  to  the 
lighthouse,  consequently  should  there  happen 
to  be  a  case  of  infectious  disease,  it  would 
have  to  be  brought  on  to  Sutton  Bridge. 
The  difficulties  of  the  medical  officer  getting 
on  board  the  ships  in  the  Eye  is  very  great, 
as  he  is  entirely  dependent  on  rowing  or  sail¬ 
ing  boats,  and  the  tides  in  the  river  run 
very  strongly,  so  that  it  is  practically  im¬ 
possible  to  get  down  to  the  boarding  station 
unless  the  tide  is  ebbing.  Your  medical 
officer  is  not  a  whole  time  man,  and  cannot 
afford  the  great  expenditure  of  time  involved 
in  this.  Formerty  there  was  no  difficulty 
about  the  matter  owing  to  the  facilities  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Pendennis,  the  difficulties  re¬ 
ferred  to  above  having  only  occurred  since 
she  left.  Perhaps  the  chance  of  a  case  of 
infectious  disease  entering  the  port  are  more 
apparent  than  real,  as  it  is  improbable  that 
a  master  knowing  the  heavy  penalties,  would 
enter  the  port  without  reporting  a  case  of 
this  nature.  The  Port  Hospital  has  been 
regularly  inspected  and  some  deficiencies  in 
the  roof  reported;  they  have  been  repaired, 
and  the  place  is  now  in  excellent  order. — I 
am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  M.  Crofton,  M.B. 

The  Great  Nerve  Cure.— For  Neuralgia,  Loss 
of  Appetite  and  Achrng  of  the  Limbs  tiy  Major 
tf  ill’s  1890  Tonic.  It  qnickly  impaifcs  new 
vitality  to  tho  whole  system.  Bottle  Is.  each. 
Major  Hill,  Chemist.  Wisbech 

Bradley’s  Artificial  Teeth,  from  21/-  per  set, 
are  all  that  can  be  desired.  Booklet  “All  about 
Teeth,”  free  from  F.  W.  Bradley,  Ltd,,  Wiibech 
Castle,  Cambs. 
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